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SPANISH CONSPIRATORS i
I

MURDERED OUR SAILORS
I

IINEAiFtJS ATROCITY

I1HAVANA HARBUR

Evidence Clearly Convicts the Spaniards of jDe

straying the Battleship 1Maine

SPANISH OFFICIALS WERE INFORMED

OF THE DASTARDLY CONSPIRACY

t

g
McKinley Transmits the Evidence <But Has Done Npthin

and lakes rdo Recommendations t
iI

Trusts That Spain Will Do the Right Thing But Slakes No Demands
Evidence Shows That a Powerful Hine Was Exploded Beneath the
Maine and That Spanish Officers Knew What Was Going to Happen r

A Portion of the Vessel Was Completely Destroyed and Reel Plates
Were Found On Top of the Wreck

Washington March SThe immense-
mass of testimony taken by the Maine i

nut of inquiry was sent to the senate
today and with the presidents messag
and findings of the court ferred to
the committee on foreign relations The
testimony WItS taken on 18 different
days the 14th day and over being de ¬

voted to viewing the wreck Every
witness who was knpwn to have tiny
informationlh tcoulddthFMiJighLupnn-
the great disastfer was called to give
his testimony

The story of the destruction of the
vessel Is not only graphically given
1 ut in a manner which gives all the
0 tamable facts No technical detail-

is omitted Every movement and inci-

d nt connected with the Maine from
th time ahe left Key West until the
last diver examined the wreck slowly
sinking in the mud of Havana harbor-
is given It is a story intensely inter¬

esting to the people Those who read it
fluid have little doubt at to whether

pnsim
thre was an internal or external ex I

°

Ptrhaps the most significant testi ¬

mony is that showing the bottom plates
on the port side of the illfated Maine
to IK bent inward and upward a re-

sult that hardly could have followed j

anything save an explosion from the
utFide A mass of testimony is sub
nntud showing the care exercised on
l and ship by Captain Sigsbee and his
vdiiit ers and the apparent impossibility
of accident occurring by an internal i

cause such as the heating of bunkers i

spontaneous combustion or so many
other theories

The testimony of Captain Slgsbee is j

of the greatest importance and per-

haps is of more general Interest than
that of any other man called With j

great care and minuteness he gives an
account of the management of the ship
lu w she was hand d how she sailed j

into Havana her anchorage and what
br knew about it and in fact every
point upon which the government and
the country desires to be informed
Nothing in Captain Slgsbees report
show s that the anchorage was changed
vr that it was considered dangerous by

r anyone
Second In importance of the testimony

of Captain Slgsbee is that of Ensign
pwel80n who had charge of the divers

I

and knew from day to day what the
dryers found This officer was minutely
formed as to the construction of the

Maine and everything about her His
testimony was to a certain extent tech-

nical

¬

bearing upon the construction of
the ship her plates etc but it was
front these plates and this technical
knowledge that he was able to declare
that the explosion took place from the
outside

The divers Morgan Olsen and Smith-

all contributed important evidence
They testified that the plates were bent
Inward on the bottom port side and out-

ward on the starboard side
Nothing in the testimony fixes res-

ponsibility
¬

but although conspiracy is J

apparent no knowledge of the planting I

of a mine is shown Captain Sigsbee

states that a somewhat bitter feeling
I

existed against the American ship and
Americans generally and a witness
whose name is suppressed tells of over-
hearing

¬

a conversation among Spanish
officers and a citizen indicating a fore-
knowledge

¬

of the destruction of the
Maine by intention to blow her up
An official cf the American consulate
tells of information received anony
fneocljr fending tasUflSs tilSi aj nsjolr
fey existed But nothing definitely
stated fixes any responsibility upon

Spain or her subject-

sfflKINLEYS MESSAGE

Bare Recital of the Facts With No
Recommendation

Washington March 2SThe presi ¬

dent today sent the following message
to congress-
To the Congress of the United States

For some time prior to the visit of the
Mains to Havana harbor our consular
representatives pointed out tho advant ¬

ages to follow a visit of naval ships to the
Cuban waters In accustoming the People
to the presence of our flag as the symbol-
of good will and of our ships in the ful-

fillment
¬

of the mission of protection to
American interests even though no im ¬

mediate need therefor might exist
Accordingly on th 25th day of January-

last after a conference with the Spanish
minister in which tie renewal of visits
of our war vsels to SpanishI waters was
discussed amfficcepted the peninsular au-
thorities

¬

at Madrid and Havana were ad
vised of the purpose of this irovernment
to resume friendly naval visits at Cuban
ports and with that view the Maine would
forthwith call at the port of Havana This
announcement was received by the Span ¬

ish government with appreciation of the
friendly character of the visit of the
Maine and with the notification of the in ¬

tention to return the courtesy by send-
ing

¬

Spanish ships to the principal ports-
of the United States Meanwhile the
Main entered the port of Havana on the
25th of January her arrival being marked
with no special Incident besides the ex ¬

change of customary salutes and cere ¬

monial visits
The Maine continued in the harbor of

Havana during the three weeks following-
her arrival No appreciable excitement
attended her stay on the contrary a
feeifnr of relief and confidence followed
the resumption of the long Interrupted
friendly Intercorrse So noticeable was
this Immediate effect of her visit that the
consul general strongly urged that the
presence of our shins in Cuban waters
should be kept up by retaining the Maine-
at Havana or In the event of her recall
by sending another vessel then to take
her place

DESTRUCTION OF THE MAINE-
At 40 minutes past 9 In the evening Pf

the 15th of February the Maine was de-
stroyed

¬

bv an explosion by which the
entire forward part of the ship was ut-
terly

¬

wrecked-
In this catastronhe two officers and 260

of her crew perished those who were not
killed outright bv her explosion being
penned between decks by the tangle of
wreckage and drowned by the Immediate
sinklnrr of the hull

Prompt assistance was rendered by the
neighboring vessels anchored In the
harbor aid being especially given by the
boats Qf the Snantsh cruiser Alphon
XIII and the Yard line steamer City of
Washington which lay not far distant
Th wounded were generously cared for

by the authorities of hos-
pitals

¬

being freely opened tonfheOwhile
the earliest recovered bodies of the dadwere Interred by the municipality in the
public cemetery in the city Tributes of
grief and sympathy were offered from
all official quarters of the island

The appalling calamity fell upon the
people of our country with crushing force
and for a brief time an Intense excite¬
ment prevailed which In a community

<Continued on Page G
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MANE VICTIM Was Tals Sir President Nothing jfcors Than a lamentable Incident
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SOW THE BATTLESHIP MAINE WAS WRECKED BY TREACHEROUS SPANIARDS
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SPANISH COURT-

MAINEREPORT

Y

In Direct Contradiction to

I American Report
iia j

LAY GREAT STRESS
ON THE FISH THEORY

Complains of Being Prevented From
Making Inside Examination

Strong Contention That the Explosion-

Was From the InsideOnly One
Explosion OccurredNo Shock to

the Nearest Vessel Was Felt No
Sign of the Action of a Torpedo
Evidence of Ocoular Witnesses and
Spanish Divers-

Washington March 28A full synop-

sis
¬

of the report of the Spanish naval
commission which investigated the de¬

struction of the battleship Maine is
here given by the Associated Press-

It is taken from a copy of the origi ¬

nal report which is now on its way
from Havana the synopsis being ca¬

bled and today being placed in the
hands of this government

The conclusions are directly opposite-
to those in the report of the court of
inquiry submitted to congress today

The synopsis Is as follows
OCULAR WITNESSES-

The report contains declarations
made by ocular witnesses and experts
From these statements it deduces and
proves the absence of all those attend ¬

ant circumstances which are invariably
present on the occasion of the explosion-
of a torpedo

The evidence of witnesses compara-
tively

¬

close to the Maine at the mo¬

ment is to the effect that only one ex ¬

plosion occurred that no column of
water was thrown into the air that-
no shock to the side of the nearest ves ¬

sel was felt nor on land was any vi ¬

bration oticed and that no dead fish
were found

FISH THEORY
The evidence of the senior pilot of

the harbor states that there ls abund-
ance of fish In the harbor and this is
corroborated by other witnesses The
assistant engineer of works states that
after explosions made during the exe-
cution

¬

of works in the harbor he has
always found dead fish i

The divers were unable to examine
the bottom of the Maine which was
buried in the mud but a careful exam-
ination

¬

of the sides of the vessel the
rents and breaks which all point out ¬

ward shows without a doubt that the
explosion was from the inside

NO SIGN OF TORPEDO-
A minute examination of the bottom-

of the harbor around the vessel shows
absolutely no sign of the action of a
torpedo and the fiscal judge advocate
of the commission can find no prece ¬

dent for the explosion of tjxe storage
I

magazine pf the vessel by a torpedo
The report makes =clear that owing

to the special nature of the proceedings
following and the absolute respect
shown for the extra CerritorlnJidad of
the Maine the comfflfssion has been
prevented from making such an cxanii
nation of the inside of th j vessel as
would determine even the hypotbtsisUf if
the internal origin of the accident

NO COOPERATION f
This is to be attributed to the re¬

grettable refusal to permit of thene
cessity of cooperation byvthe Spanish
commission both with thecommaider
and crew of the Maine and the differ
vntrAmerkanofficial lt c taei3dcuthhtvestfgate the cause ir
and later on with those employed on
salvage work

The report finishes by stating that
an examination of the inside land out ¬

side of the Maine as soon as such ex ¬

amination may be possible as also of
the bottom where the vessel rests wJi

t prove that supposing that the remains
of the wreck be not totally or par-

tially
¬

altered in the process of extri ¬

I cation the explosion was undoubtedly-
due to some interior cause

I
BITTER FEUD IlT WYOMING

I

Settlement Near Cheyenne the Scene
of Outrages

ISpecial to The Herald >

Cheyenne AVyo March 2S There Is a
regular Kentucky feud In progress In a
small settlement a few miles east of here
called Grover Numerous outrages have I

Keen committed during the past few
months and shootings havo been narrdTy
averted The latest outrage was com ¬

mitted night before last when the ranch
property including barns corrals hay
stacks feed saddles farm implements
etc of Thomas Jones a resident of
Grover were burned to the ground TJw
town was deserted at the time every olebeing at Greeley Colo attending the trial
of aiacjuey brother 01 Grover who were
charged with malicious wireoutline by
their neighbors she parties to the feud
are the ilacklev family on oneside and
Thomas Jones and James Car on family
on the other Further trouble Is expected

04>0
MURDERED SIX PERSONS

French Tragedy Almost Unparalleled-
in Horror

Paris March 8A terrible tragedy Is
I reported from Bcrnais In the department-
of Eure A robber named Cnlllard mur ¬

dered a family of six persons there yes-
terday evening Through a window of the
house Inhabited by the family he shot and-
klled the husband his wife and two of
their children who were playing at a
table He then entered the house and cut
the throat of a little girl Finally ho blew
out the brains of a bedridden woman 71 I

years of age The murderer was arrested
and confessed to committing these and a
number of other crimes

C ia7i0
Those Time Checks Broke Him

St Paul Minn March 2S David M

Emmons a heavy holder of the South
all time check securities assigned to-

day
¬

Mr Emmons is a real estate deal-
er

¬

and holds more than 100000 worth
of the Southall time checks He places
his assigned estate at 25000

o z =

Jessie Millward Wits Frohman j

London March 2SCharles Frohman
has engaged Jessie Millward who was
for a long time with WilliamI Terriss-
as leading lady to succeed Viola Allen
in the Empire stock company

0 bas I

Knocked Out In Third
Chicago March 28 Tonight before i

the Montello club Frank Garrard of
this city was knocked out in the third I

round by Tom Norton of Minneapolis

TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS

The condition of Fanny Davenport was
slightly improved last night

Hcldelbach Ickelheimer Co of New
York
import

have 223000 In gold engaged for I

Tho German rclchatng definitely adopted
the naval bill without division and amid
cheers

The ccTespondent of the London Times-
at

I

Busnos Ayres says there Is good pros ¬

pect of an early settlement of Argentinas
difficult with Chile

Governor Budd of California appointed
Rhodes Borden to succeed Superior Judge
Charles W Slake whose resignation was j
tendered last Thursday to take effect

4April
It is now stated as to Mr E S Vil

lard th actor that the typhoid fever
must run Its course It will probably be
two or three weeks before he can sail
for home

The Spanish forces It Is announced at
Havana have hen engaged at the farm-
of Vallente this province with a number
of Insurgents Eight of the latter In-
cluding

¬
their leader Marrcro are said

to have been killed

a
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CLUTE CMEHHHE DEPEIISE

HUSBAND OF MURDERED WO ¬

MAN ON THE STAND

Defense Sought to Show That She
Had Considerable MoneyHoff-
Takes the Stand In His Own De ¬

fense

Special to The Herald
San Francisco March SIn the IIoff

case today E R Chute husband of the
dead woman was the first witness for the
defense It was expected to prove by
him that his wife had considerable money
and that her estate had not been settled-
up before her death but on objection from
the prosecution the whole matter of prop-
erty was shut out

Clute was asked whether he had seen
Hoff prior to the murder He replied
rather forcibly that he had not

William Dierks a Kroceryman who a
few days ago testified for the prosecution
was called to the stand to show that
Hoff knew nothing about the murder of
Mr Clute untl the day after its com-
mission Thomas Hannon and William
Mohrraann who had also testified for theprosecution substantiated Dierks testi-
mony

¬

no new facts being brought out
Mrs Ida Holis testified to HofTss hay-

ing
¬

repaired furniture for her and seeing-
no coupling pn among his tools

One of the biggest surprises of the day
was when Albert Hoff took the witness
stand In his own defense this afternoon
It was not Intended that he shoud take
the stand EO early In the case but it was
made necessary bv a number of his wit¬
nesses falling to respond to their names
Holts demeanor while on the stand was
peculiar shouting out his answers to the
questions of his attorney with the great ¬

est vehemence
His testimony was devoted mainly to

detailing conversations with the women
how he always acted as a gentleman
with the ladles This eventually proved
u hard subject for the court to get him to
drop Hoff testified as to helping Mrs
Chile the day previous to the murder
when she was liriinlng1 to move Into the
new house and to her telling him to come
around next Jay at 1 oclock After de ¬

ndJist movements prior to the mur ¬
der greatest minuteness court
remarked that as It was after the usualclosing time court would stand adjourned
until tomorrow morning

f
Ingleside Races

San Francisco March 2S Track fast
weather fine

First race five furloncrs La Marcota-
won Lucky Star second McFarlano third
Time 102-

Second race six furlongs selling Val
enclenne won Good Friend second Queen
Nubia third Time l13i

Third race four and onehalf furlongs
handicap Olympic stakes SlOOO Sombre
won Sevens second Frank Ireland third
Tlme=btsl

Fourth race mile and a halfOstler Joe
won Alvarado II second Tho Bachelor
third Time 23GVi

Fifth race one and onesixteenth miles
Satyr won Marplot second Gotobed
third Time143

Sixth race one mile Linstock won San
Venado second Woodford Filly third
Tlmel41vi

WAR NOo LONGfR PROBABLE0
1

Voice From the McKinley Cabinet1

o

Without Taking

the Congress Into Account
1

WHOLE CUBANI IPROBLEMl UNDER NEGOTIATION
I 1

J

Spains Tone Conciliatory That An Amicable Adjust
ment of Strained Relations Is Reasonable-

But

r

the Congress Theres the RubPresidents Message On the Maud Eck
port Was a Grievous DisappointmentSenor Polo and Judge Day In
Conference Spanish Government Will Raise No Objection to the Hu-

manitarian

¬

Objects of the Federal Administration and Does Not

Doubt Its Purpose Will Be Carried Out So As toAvoid Friction

Washington March 28 Today has
been one of action in every branch of J

official lifefaction in the White House
where the president and his cabinet ad ¬

visors assembled in special cabinet
session 311030 oclock action in both
branches of congress where the mes-
sage

¬

of the president on the Maine
disaster and the report and testimony-
of the court of Inquiry were received j

I
action In the secret conference of state
officials and diplomats concerning the
latest phases of SpanishAmerican ne-

gotiations
¬

and action In the war and
I
navy departments with the Spanish
situation as the common purpose of all
thevarying aspects of official action

Seldom has a day been replete with-
so many diverse and important phases-
of a single subject And yet through-
out

¬

this activity the prevailing tone
as removed from administration-
sources has been more assuring more
in the line of peace than it has been
for tome days This was the Impres ¬

sion conveyed to cabinet officers after
the special cabinet session The same
sentiment characterized the diplomatic
conferences at the state department
Butinthe congress which afforded the
greatest field antiSpanish and war¬

like expressions a strain of discontent-
and uneasiness prevailed after the
presidents message and the Maine re ¬

port were submitted especially on the
house side

WAS A DISAPPOINTMENT
The presidents message submitting-

the Maine report and the accompany
ngjjejVjdencejivas the main event of the

dty whose kvhohad nUclpaled that
the message would conlriaTe tathe
aggressive spirit were disappointed It
contained no surprises-

In the house of representatives the
message and report were referred to
the committee on foreign affairs and
Spanish debate was for the time being

I

diverted In the senate there was a
similar reference to the committee on
foreign relations and Mr Money of
Mississippi delivered a brief and ener ¬

getic speech picturing the woes of
Cuba With the report was submitted
thevoluminous evidence taken at Ha-
vana

¬

and Key West before the court-
of inquiry Examined in detail this
evidence proved to be much more in ¬

teresting than the cold and dispassion-
ate

¬

review submitted by the court
The special cabinet session was held

to go over thepresidents message and
momre particularly to consider the
latest developments in the negotia-
tions

¬

now proceeding with Spain These
had assumed a wide field embracing-
not only the Maine question but the
entire Cuban problem

SPANISH ANSWER-
The answer of Spain was in hand to

the firm note sent through Minister
Woodford last week stating that the
condition of Cuban affairs had become-
so intolerable that the United States
could not much longer remain Inactive
toward it

The general tone of the Spanish an¬

swer impressed the president and cabi ¬

net officers most favorably so much so
that after the meeting It was stated
by members that the outlook was far
more assuring anti that Spain had
shown such a conciliatory tone that it
was believed she would make conces ¬

sions sufficient to permit an amicable
adjustment of the present strained re ¬

lations
This was qualified however by the

statement that the danger point has
not yet passed and that war while no
longer a probability was yet a possi ¬

bilityCONGRESS
NOT COUNTED-

The president has distinctly disclosed
to his cabinet associates his purpose-
to avert war if it was possible with a
just solution of the Cuban problem and
he had felt from the disposition mani-
fested

¬

by Spain that this just solution
could be reached This however is
without considering congress which
may now that the subject is formally
before it take some radical action

Meantime at the state department
cablegrams were being received from
Minister Woodford and the Spanish
minister Senor Polo y Bernabe was in
lengthy conference with Judge Day as I
to the prospective adjustment The
meeting between the Spanish minister
and Judge Day came after the cabinet
conference so that such representa-
tions

¬ I
as Spain submitted through him

did not get before the cabinet
NEW PHASES

I

At least two of these new phases sub ¬

mitted by the minister were of ex-
ceeding

¬ I

importance The Spanish gov ¬

ernment made it known that no objec ¬

tion would be made to the humani ¬

tarian objects of the United States gov ¬

ernment in extending relief to the suf¬

ferers in Cuba on a far greater scale
than hitherto had been contemplated-
On the contrary Spain has made known
that it recognizes the humane purposes
animating this country and that it
does not doubt that the purposes will
be executed In such a way as to avoid
all opportunity for friction It is not
expected that the relief will be carried-
in warships as this would Introduce a-

political aspect into a project which is
purely humane This acquiescence by
Spain clears the way for the presi ¬

dents message of the next few days
asking large appropriations for the re ¬

lief of the destitution in Cuba It had
been feared that this relief given di-
rectly

¬

by the United States govern ¬

ment would be resented by Spain as
indirect intervention In that event
there Is little doubt that the relief
would have been forwarded at any cost
even the cost of war as the adminis-
tration

¬

has felt that a war in behalf
of a humane object would command the
universal approbation of the world
ABSTRACT QF SPANISH REPORT
Another important Spanish document

t do

which reached the government during
the day was the abstract of the report-
of the Spanish naval commission which
Investigated the destruction of the
Maine It is the only answer Spain has
thus far made to the action of this gov-
ernment

¬
in submitting to Spain

through Minister Woodford the find
Ings of the American court The con-
clusions reached by the Spanish com ¬
mission are directly the opposite of
those of the American court No de ¬
mands have been made in connection
with the Maine and therefore there Is
no response beyond the submission of
the Spanish report
FRENCH AMBASSADOR CALLED
Following the call of the Spanish

minister at the state department the
French ambassador M Cambon had a
conference with Judge Day This re¬
newed the talk of European mediation
which is assuming tangible form The
speech of Premier Hanotoux In the
Paris chamber last Saturday Is looked
upon as foreshadowing at least sym-
pathy

¬

if not direct steps toward me ¬
diation by France and other continental
powers There is good reason to believe
Spain Is ready and anxious for this
move and has been encouraging it at
the European capitals It would not be
an offensive intrusion but more of a
friendly offer to mediate the differences
which have recently threatened to ter-
minate

¬
in war between the United

States and Spain It is understood that
up to the present M Cambon has not
received any definite instructions to
take the Initiative In such mediation

CONGRESS HOSTILE

After the adjournment of the house
TouayTliercwrfsconsfderabledfscussIon-
ifver a proposed consolidation of the
forces in the house who favor some
form of immediate action on the Cuban
issue

There was a strong feeling shown
over the avoidance in the message of
any outline of any definite administra-
tion

¬

policy and a decided disposition
apparent not to await any further de-

lay nor resort to temporizing measures
The project to furnish ad libitum relief
supplies to the Cuban noncombatants-
is meeting with opposition to which
members of both parties have
given voice in private discmussion on
the ground first that Spain alone is
responsible for the conditions on the
island and second the extending oC

such large and probably continued aid
abroad is unjust to the people oC this
country

The steps taken today on this line
were of an informal nature Repre-
sentative

¬

Hull of Iowa chairman ofr
the House committee on military af-

fairs is leading the movement foe
prompt action

OBJECT TO FURTHER DELAY-

A number of senators and representa-
tives

¬
of both parties conferred with the

president at the White House tonight
It is said that the opinion expressed by
most of those who talked with Mr Mc¬
Kinley was that congress was inclined
to object to further delay towards a
settlement of the Spanish situation and
that unless the next message was more
definite the radical members could not
be held in check At the meeting of
the senate committee on foreign rela¬

tions on Wednesday Senator Frye wilt
move that the committee remain In
continuous session until the questions
relating to the Maine Cuba and Spain-
are settled Mr Foraker will introduce
tomorrow a resolution recognizing the
Independence of Cuba

TAKE IT IN EARNEST

Havana Paper Believes Our SpanisK
Note Means War

Havana March SDeep interest is
felt here in the news received here to-

day
¬

from the United States La Lucha
in an editorial says The United
States note to Spain demanding that-
a date be fixed to end hostilities is sim ¬

ply a declaration of was It was not
issued until after the finding of the
United States court of inquiry had been
received which finding Is without scien-
tific

¬

basis and is open to question even
upon the part of the most prejudiced
President McKinley has been forced by
Jingo opinion and the sensational press-
to close the debate on the question and
to shield Captain Sigsbee who is one
of the most popular officers in the
United States navy-

It was needless to send the Maine-
to Havana as American Interests were
amply protected by General Lee and
also by the Cuban government the lat ¬

ter often acting to its disadvantage
and In favor of American Interests

Continuing La Lucha remarks It
Is well for Spain to know at last the
real purpose of money loving Ameri ¬

cans Spain now knows what to expect
and how to act

La Lucha then warns the United
States that if she expects to have all
her own way in Cuba she can only do
so with cannon In conclusion La
Lucha says The United States is rich
and Spain is poor but the Yankees
may find Spain with a good portion of
American money Y

La Lucha also quotes General Lee as
denying the report published in Mad-
rid

¬
to the effect that he was con ¬

nected with an alleged syndicate whose
purpose is said to be the purchase of
Cuba The consul general says ac-
cording

¬
to La Lucha that he attends

only to the interests of Americans-
never mixes with outside matters and
never had any communications with the
insurgents except when he tried to
save the life of the late Lieutenant
Colonel Rulz which step was taken
with the consent of Captain General
Blanco In conclusion General Lee Is
quoted as expressing the hope that
peace will prevail and that all ques ¬
tions In dispute will be arranged in
the Interests of both nations About


